
TALKING 
ABOUT ART!



LANGUAGE TOOLS

To describe

The artwork was painted/sculpted on/in … (date 
or century), by … (author).

The technique is … (ex. oil on canvas, or, if a 
sculpture, plaster, marble …).

I can see….
There is/are …

To talk about an artwork, give an opinion and 
make associations

It looks like…
It makes me think about…
They are different /similar… because…

In my opinion, I think it is… (beautiful, horrible, 
odd, bizarre)...

I like/don’t like it, because…

It makes me feel… (happy, disgusted, sad, sca-
red, surprised…).

I agree/disagree with you/him/her, because… 



A LITTLE ENGLISH 
ART GLOSSARY

artistic current
Neoclassicism
neoclassic(al)
artist
artwork / piece of art
masterpiece
sculptor
to sculpt / to carve
clay
plaster

marble
model
mould
plaster model / cast
hammer
chisel
drill
painter
painting / picture
to paint
brush
palette
sketch
drawing
paper
oil on canvas / panel
portrait / self-portrait
landscape
foreground / background
workroom / studio / atelier
collaborators / assistants



IF YOU DON’T KNOW 
SOMETHING PLEASE 
ASK THE GUIDE

How do you say … in English?

What does … mean?
How do you spell that?

Can you repeat, please?
….
….
….

And now follow the guide/map and 
start your visit!



SHORT DESCRIPTION
OF THE MUSEUM 
Do you know the meaning of all the words 
used for the little description? If not, don’t be 
shy and ask the guide for help!

The Antonio Canova Museum and Gypsotheque 
in Possagno preserves the historical and artistic 
heritage of Antonio Canova (Possagno 1757 - Veni-
ce 1822), the greatest sculptor of the Neoclassical 
period.

The museum complex consists of the house in whi-
ch he was born and the Gypsotheque. This word, 
meaning collection of plasters, is directly associa-
ted with the building hosting these delicate artwor-
ks which is composed of two connected wings: the 
original basilica (1836) and the extension designed 
by Carlo Scarpa (1957).
They gather the original plaster models that served 
as full size prototypes for the marble pieces that 
are nowadays exhibited in the most important mu-
seums all over the world. 

In Canova’s birth house, you can admire the Artist’s 
paintings, drawings, engravings and some of his 
personal belongings.

The Museum offers visitors numerous experien-
ces: guided tours, educational workshops, candlelit 
night tours and much more.



BIOGRAPHY OF 
ANTONIO CANOVA
Do you know all the words used in the text? If 
not, don’t be shy and ask the guide!

Antonio Canova was born in Possagno, from a 
humble family of stonecutters, on 1st Novem-
ber 1757. When he was four, his father passed 
away, and his very young mother, Angela Zar-
do, returned to her hometown, Crespano del 
Grappa. 
She remarried and gave birth to other children 
not long after that. However, Antonio stayed 
back in Possagno and was raised by his fa-
ther’s side of the family. His grandfather Pasino 
recognized his grandchild’s talent from a very 
young age and taught him the tricks of the 
trade. 

In 1768, at only eleven years old, Canova star-
ted working in Giuseppe Bernardi’s studio, 
known as Toretti, in Pagnano d’Asolo, a town 
not very far from Possagno. Some years later 
he moved to Venice, where his apprentice-
ship training took place and, in the meantime, 
also took evening classes at the Accademia 
del Nudo, and opened his own studio not long 
after. In 1779 he decided to move to Rome, the 
city that will legitimize his success. Although 
he lived and worked in Rome for the most part 
of his life, he returned many times to his ho-
metown, Possagno, with which he was deeply 
bonded. This is shown by the fact that the 
artist decided to finance at his own expense 
and curate the project of the construction of a 
new parish church, the Temple. Construction 
work started in 1819 but unfortunately the Artist 
never saw it completed. Canova died on 13th 
October 1822, in Venice and is buried inside 
the latter sacred building.



AFTER YOUR VISIT 
OR AT SCHOOL

Have you already seen or studied 
one of these artworks? If so, which one?

Did you take any picture of your 
favourite one/s?

Try to explain, in your own words, 
what detail struck you the most?



LET’S PLAY 
WITH CANOVA
Find the differences!



ORDER ANTONIO 
CANOVA’S MAIN LIFE 
EVENTS

He died in Venice in 1822.

He studied in Venice 
before moving to Rome.

He was born in Possagno in 1757.

He opened his own studio in Rome.

His father died. 

He became the most famous sculptor of 
neoclassical period.

Put the numbers from 1 to 5



THANK YOU!

www.museocanova.it


